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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 
ARTHUR ONSLOW, Eſq; 
„ EA K E. R 


OF THE 


{ HOUSE of COMMONS. 


ET RE ET 
HEN I had laſt the Ho- 
nour of Waiting on You, 

I communicated to You 
"= Deſign of Writing a Diſcourſe con- 
Mt cerning the Popiſh Doctrine of Do- 
ing Evil that Good may Come, be- 
ing perſuaded, that x. Ph can be 
more Seaſonable, or better calculated 
to excite a juſt Abhorrence of Po- 
pery; and that, hitherto, notwith- 
ſtanding the N W of Excellent 
Writings againſt it, the Doctrine 
A 2 ne 


DEDICATION. 


now under Conſideration has not 
been fo fully opened and expoſed : as it 
deſerves to be. Your Approbation of 
my Scheme determined Me to an 
immediate Execution of it, as Your 
Character and Situation indeed Me 
to Addreſs it to You. You are at 
the Head of a Briziſh, Proteflant 
Parliament ; You are animated with 
a true Britiſh Zeal for the Religion 
of your Country, for private Judg- 
ment, and Liberty of Conſcience. 


Wer then, could I find a Perſon 


more likely, or more able to Coun- 
tenance and Recommend This Ser- 
mon, than one who is ſo well affect- 
ed to the Subject of it, whoſe Popu- 
larity and Station give ſo wide a Cir- 
cle to his Influence: And J have the 
greater Hopes of your Encourage- 
ment from the Manner which I have 
carefully obſerved in writing on this 
Occaſion, as well as from the Impor- 
_ tance and Seaſonableneſs of my Doc- 
trine. As to the ArgumentativePart, 


DEDICATION. 
I have aimed at Clearneſs, Con- 
ciſeneſs, and Strength. As to the 
Manner of Writing, I have ſtudied 
to preſerve a true Chrifian Temper 
and a juſt Decorum, being of Opini- 
on, that there is no Religion, nor 
Conviction in Bitterneſs and Ill- man- 
ners. I deſire always to have my 
Zeal 00 as I apprehend Yours to be, 
2 Warmth limited by Juſtice, and 
tempered with Charity, If I have uſed 
any Aſperity of Language, it is to- 
wards their Principles and Practices, 
and not their Perſons ; and it was 
impoſſible 1 in proper Colours to paint 
their Deformity without uſing ſuch 
S Expreſſions as are fig nificant of their 
| Nature. If I have 3 a badOpi- 
nion of the Intention of their Guides 
and Governors, their avowed Princi- 
ples and Practices extorted it from 
me, notwithſtanding the great Plea- 
ſure which I take in thinking well of 
Mankind; and the End of this Pub- 


lication made ! it neceſſary for Me to 


de- 


10 N. 


| declare my Sentiments freely; but I 
have done it as decently as poſſibly 1 
could, without doing it ineffectually. 


l | Such as it is, I beg your Accept- 
ance and Recommendation of it ; 
MG 1 


SIR, 


: ROM. iii. 7, 8. 


| = Tor if the Truth of GOD hath more 
* bounded through my Lye, unto his 
Glory, 82 yet am #1 a "age Judged as 4 


Sinner; 


And not rather, /ar as we be 1 
reported, and as ſome affirm that we 


: Jay) Let us do Evil that Good a 


come. 


= E 18 is an Objection t that St. Paul, in 
=: I the Perſon of an Unbehever, urges 
= _ againſt the Doctrine which he was 
there advancing. There is no Neceſ- 
ſity for ſpending any Time in enquiring into 
the Doctrine which gave Occaſion for this Ob- 
jection. The Objection contains, in itſelf, an 
abſolute Pofition, which the Apoſtle expreſly con- 
demns as falſe, and the Imputation of it to the 
_ Chriſtians as a Slander. The Poſition is This; 
that it is lawful 20 do Evil, that Good may come, 
or, that we may uſe bad Means in the Proſecu- 
tion of a good End. This is a Poſition avozwed- 


ty maintained by the Feſuits, and often proflife fi 


11 

| ed by ſome Proteſtants who biſon it; and, 
therefore, a particular Examination of it mall be 
the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. > 
If we conſider the Words with a Critical Ex- 
actneſs, the Doing of Evil that Good may come, 
or a right Uſe of unlawful Means in the Proſe- : 
cution of a God End, is a Contradiftion in Terms, 
and an utter Impeſibility. It is, in ſhort, the 


ſame thing as to ſay, that Evil is Good, or that | 


a Thing may be unlawful and lawful at the ſame 
Time. If it be juſtifiable to uſe any Means 


towards an End, it cannot be Jinful to uſe them; | 


and if not /inful, Then no Evil. If the Uſe of 


any Means be /infil, abſolutely ſo, the End muſt Ml 
| partake of the natural Turpitude of the Means. | 


The Meaning therefore muſt be This; that 


Actions, which would, otherwiſe, be Evil or 


Sinful, become not only lawful but commenda- 
ble and meritorious when practiſed as the Means 
of doing ſome Great Good. Now, as I pur- 
poſe to apply my Diſcourſe on This Subject par- 


ticularly to the Church of Rome, I ſhall obſerve 
the en Method: 


1. I ſhall enquire what Thoſe Evil Or r Sinful 


Actions are which the Church of Rome practiſe 5 


as the Means of Doing Good, and what That 
God is which the promotes by the Uſe of | 
. 

II. I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that no ad 
how Good ' ſoever, can ſanctify ſuch Means; and, 
conſequently, that no Authority woatfoever can 
warrant the Uſe of Them, 


III. 


=__ 
HI. I ſhall prove that the Bible, from whence 


alone all Authority of that kind muſt be derived, 
is flatly againſt Them in this Point. 


Firſt, then, I am to enquire what thoſe Buil 


or Sinful Actions are which the Church of Rome 


practiſes as the Means of Doing Good, and what 
That Good is which ſhe promotes by the Uſe 
of Them.—And, here, while I am preaching 
againſt the Practices of the Church of Rome, 


| God forbid that I ſhould fo far diſhonour the 


Proteſtant Name as to uſe the ſame indirect 
Means in the Service of our Religion which I 
ſo freely condemn in others. To miſrepreſent 
Perſons, Things, or Actions, in Favour or Di/- 
| favour of any Cauſe or Party, whatever be the 
Intention, whatever the (Haracter, whatever 

the Station of the Perſon who practiſes ſuch 
Means; they are in their Nature abſolutely In- 
moral and Unchri jan, and ſuch as we can have 

no good Reaſons to think that = God of inva- 

riable Truth and Fidelity will bleſs with his Aſ— 

ſiſtance. Under This awful Senſe of the invi- 
olable Regard which is due to Veracity and Sin- 
cerity, J ſhall advance nothing but what I ap- 
prehend to be ſtrictly true, according to the 
beſt Information that I have been able to get. But 


= to come to the Point. They make Uſe of 


Frauds, and impoſe upon the Ignorant by Coun- 
terfeit Miracles; They make Uſe of private 
M. ſrepreſentations of their Do&rines and Mor- 
i and Diſcipline in order to make Con- 
verts, They not onl ) practiſe E gut docati 1 
an 


(4) 


and mental Reſervations, which are virtual Lies, 


as being intended to Deceive People, but falſe 


Declarations: of their real Deſigns, which are 
direct Lies. Breach of the firme/t Promiſes, nay, 


aà Violation of the moſt Solemn Oaths, are ſome 
of Thoſe Means, thoſe notoriouſiy Evil and Sin- 


Jul Means, which, it ſeems, acquire the greate/? 
Sanity when employed in the Service of heir 
| Church, foraſmuch as no Faith ought to be 


kept with Hereticks. If the Dethroning and 


. Murdering of Princes, if the Deſtruction of 


the whole Legiſlature, of their deareſt Friends 
and neareſt Relations, be thought ſubſervient to 
the Grand Cauſe, the Obligations of Obedience 


to the Civil Magiſtrate become canceled, the 


Bonds of Society, the Softer Ties of Huma- 


nity and natural Affection are all broken, and 


the Sword, or any other the moſt cruel Inſtru- 


ments of Death and Deſolation receive a pious 


Commiſſion to do its Work. The Wrack, or | 
any other Method of Torturing the Body is uſed 


as a Means of Converting and Saving the Soul. 


| Nay, would you believe it? The Good of the i 


 Tnhuman and more Cruel Means, even than 


Theſe. His Holineſs, for the Sake of ſo good 


an End, can grant Commiſſions to the Church 
to kill the Soul by their Sacred Curſes, In the 


' Uſe of the other Methods of Cruelty They may 


have the Pretence, at leaſt, of Intending Them 


as Inſtruments of promoting the Eternal Wel- 


Fare of Thoſe whom They uſe ſo harſhly, but 


J ſee not what Good they can propoſe to do 
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| Them by calling upon all the Powers in Heaven 
to join in conſigning them over to Hell, 
Thus, my Brethren, I have given you a ſhort 


Namutve of the chief of thoſe evil Means which 


the Church of Rome employs under the Notion 
of doing Good. According to the beſt of my 


| 3 1 I have done dem no Injuſtice in 


the Relation, but given you only what J appre- 
hend to be undeniable Fact. Neither ſhall 1 
attempt, by any Arts of Rhetorick, to inflame 
your Paſſions. I want no more at preſen- than 
to inform your Under ſtandinge, and convince your 
Judgments. And, therefore, before we proceed 
any farther, let us coolly conſider how much | 
= Evil i is contain'd in theſe Means of doing Good. 
| If Injoncerity, Deceit, and Fraud; if Breach of 
Faith and Violation of Oaths, if every Iuſtru- 
ment of Cruelty; if Rebellion and Murder ; if 
all theſe, or any other the like Practices, may 
de vs d under the Pretence of Religion, what in- 
finite Diſorder and Confuſion and Miſery muſt 
they produce, nay, have produc'd, in Society. 
There is an End of all mutual Trat and Con- 
fidence, upon which depends the very Life of 
every Sort of Commerce, Friendſhip, and Con- 
= verſation. No Man can be ſecure in the En- 
joyment of his Liberty, Property, or Life. No 
Prince can be ſecure upon his Throne, every bo- 
dy and every thing is at the abſolute Diſpcfal of 
the infallible Chair. And, therefore, it icems 
to me to be a very impolitick thin g in any 
Prince to ſuffer ſuch Doctrines to be pro- 
pagated in his Kingdom. For, Ambition and 


A . 


& 2, 
Axarice and Reſentment are very capricious 
things; and no Prince can tell how ſoon this 
_ abſolute Creator of Right and Wrong, for pri- 
vate Reaſons, may want to get him out of the 
Way; and, then, what ſhould hinder him from 
granting fecref Commiſſions to any of his Sub- 
jects to poiſon, or af inate him? Popiſb Princes, 
unleſs they will Le ſolely at the Diſpoſal of the 
ſovereign Pontif, are in as much Danger of be- 
ing depos d, as their Sahects are of being perſe- WW 
Cuted by them when they refuſe to profeſs the 
Popiſh Religion. Neither is this the whole of 
their Danger. For, tho' the Pope aſſumes to 
himſelf the ſole Power of granting Diſpenſations 
for theſe Practices, when once the People are in 
Poſſeſſion of the diſpenſing Doctrine, it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that every Enthiſiaſt will wait for a 
Commiſſion from Rome, but apply the Doctrine 
in a diſcretionary Way. They are taught that 
the End ſanctiſies the Means, and, therefore, if 
they can but convince themſelves (and we know 
by fatal Experience how eafily Enthuſiaſm can 
work private Conviction) that they are pro- 
moting the Glory of God, and they are inſtantly | 
at Liberty to do whatever they pleaſe. —I would 
obſerve, too, that the Pope himſelf is not out of 
the Reach of the miſchievous Tendency of this 
Doctrine; for Popiſb Princes may, and have 
| been, out of Humour with their ſpiritual Head, 
as well as Pagan and Mabometan Emperors, and 
think it for the Honour of God, and the Good of 
the Church, to diſplace him, and put another in 
his room.— And, ſuppoſe, this Doctrine age | 
. | Obtain 


7 
obtain among Pagan and Mabometan Princes; 
what Havock might it make! What Wars and 
Comotions might it kindle! What univerſal Con- 
fuſion might it produce! Nation riſing up againſt 
Nation, and Kingdom againſt Kingdom; and all 
this Miſchief done for the Glory of God. Or, Sup- 
poſe the People of any of thoſe Nations ſhould be- 
= lieve, with the Papr/ts, that no Faith, or Fuftice, 
z to be obſerv d towards thoſe of another Religion, 
This wou'd put an End to all Trade and Commerce 
unleſs with one another, among Thoſe of the 
Same Faith. In ſhort, the Doctrine of Doing 
Evil that Good may Come is calculated to deſtroy 
all the Peace and Happineſs of Human Societ . 
= And, now, what is the Good that the Church 
= of Rome propoſes to do by theſe Evil Means? 
= They will, no doubt, give for Anſwer, what I 
have already obſerv'd, that They thereby pro- 
EO gt oC Gr Og 
= For Argument Sake I will take it for grant- 
= ed that They are Sincere in This Profeſſion; 
= and aſk, How the Glory of God is Thus pro- 
moted ; to which They can make no other per- 
tinent Reply than ſaying, that They thereby 
promote the Belief of the Doctrines, a Con- 
formity to the Worſhip, and Obedience to the 
Diſcipline of their Church, which, as They think, 
is for the Glory of God, as it is propagating the 
true Religion and the Saluation of Mankind. 
But, in the 1/2 Place, let any one conſider 
= what natural Hendency there can be in any of 
= theſe Things to work a Rational Conviction? By 
| deceitful Miſrepreſentations They may Soften 


ſome 


Party, and fo ſtrengthen their Intereſt; by 


6890 


| ſome Points of their Religion in Order to in- 
duce People to Embrace it; and, when They 
bave Embraced it under a falſe Shape, They 
may Compel Them to profeſs it as it really is; 
but This is not Convincing the Judgment o the 
Truth of any Part of their Religion, and there 
can be no true Religion without a Rational Con- 
 widlion. By falſe Declarations of their Deſigns i 
They may ſeduce unwary Perſons into their | 


Breach of Promiſes and Violation of Oaths, by Bl 
Rebellion and Murder, They may be able to 
Eftabliſh their External Communion ; by the Help 
of Violence They may propagate an Outward 
Profeſſion, but not the Internal Belief of it, 
which, only, deſerves the Name of Religion; fo 5 
that Theſe Practices are not only Evil and Sin- 
ful in Themſelves, as They are a Violation of 
the Duties of Natural Religion, and deſtructive M 
of the Peace and Good Government of the 
World; They are not only incapable of pro- 
moting any Religion at all, as carrying no real | 
Evidence along with Them; but They acquire 
an exceeding Degree of Evil and Sinfulneſs by | 
being the Means of producing religion and In- | 
Ah ; of Diſbonouring God inſtead of pro- 
moting his Glory, by inducing People, out of 
Fear or Intereſt, to be guilty of the moſt ſo- 
lemn, habitual, and repeated Acts of Hypocriſy 
and Prevarication, I fay, this is the Natural 
Tendency of ſuch Means; frot\% whence, and 
not from their Accidental Effects, we are to 
judge of their Googneſs, or Baaneſs. 5 
ut, 


* 


(9) 
Baut, whatever good Effects they may ſeem 
calculated to produce, I ſhall now endeavour 
to ſhew, ELIE hogs 
2dly, That no End, how good ſoever, can 
fan#ify ſuch Means; and, conſequently, that 
no Authority whatſoever can warrant the Uſe 


of them. I fay, no End, how good ſoever, 


can ſanctiſy ſuch Means, ſo as to make it 
lawful to uſe them; and the Reaſon is, be- 


cauſe they are a Violation of the eternal and = 


immutable Law of Nature, grounded upon 
the unalterable Relation and Reaſon of Things. 
The Viſdom that is viſible in every Part of 
the Creation, the Fitneſs that appears in them 
as a Mean to an End, 1s a plain Argument 
that the World did not accidentally tumble 
into ſuch an exquiſitely beautiful and har- 
monious Order, but was form'd by an intel- 
| ligent Being; and the plentiful Proviſion 


| Which this Order of Things makes for us in 


this Life, ſhews the abundant Goodneſs of 
the Creator. Now, as the Viſdom and Good- 
neſs of the Creation demonſtrate the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of the Creator, they are, like- 
wiſe, a Proof, equally demonſtrative, that 
it muſt be the Vill of the Creator that all 
his Creatures ſhould act agreeably to this 

Order and theſe ſeveral Relations of Things, 
or elſe we muſt ſuppoſe that a w/e and good 

Being appointed them as Means towards wiſe 


and good Ends without ever intending that 


| thoſe Ends ſhould be anſwered ; which is a 
Suppoſition as abſurd, as it is blaſphemous, 


(10 

It appears very plainly, from the Nature of 
Man, that he is fitted, and, conſequently, 
intended for Society; and, therefore, it muſt 
be the Vill of God that we ſhould obſerve 
thoſe Rules without which the Ends of So- 
ciety cannot be anſwered. It will not be 
expected that I ſhould attempt to prove ſuch 
_ ſelf-evident Things, as, that Sincerity in our 
Words and Actions, Fidelity in our Dealings, 
Veracity in our ordinary Converſation and 
Declarations, a punctual Performance of Pro- 
miſes, and a ſtrict regard to Oaths, mutual 
Aſſiſtance and Endeavours to make each o- 
ther Happy, a dutiful Obedience to Govern- 
ment, and a reverential Regard to the Life 
and Safety of Governors; I ſay, I need not 
prove that theſe Things are neceſſary towards 
the wiſe and good Ends of Society; and, if the 
Obſervation of theſe Rules be neceſſary towards 
the Ends of Society, and the Nature of Man 
aſſures me that we are fitted and intended for 
Society, I am from hence abſolutely certain 
that it is the Vill of my Creator that I ſhould 

_ obſerve them. Theſe Rules, therefore, are 
 enalterable becauſe founded on the 7mmuta- 
ble Nature and Relations of Things, and it 
is impoſſible that any ſubſequent Obligation 
ſhould ſupercede this prior and eternal One; 
or that any Authority, for any other Ends, 
deſtructive of the Ends of Society, ſhould be 
able to warrant the Violation of them. — This, 
then, being the Caſe (and it is a very clear 
one; ) How comes the Pope by a Power of 


d dijpenjung 


Fir] 
diſpenſing with the Obſervation of theſe 
Laws? I ſuppoſe, he will not think it 272- 
pertinent in us Proteſtants to alk him to 
prove his Claim. From Reaſon, I preſume, 
he will not pretend to derive it, but from 
Revelation. I will not at preſent enquire, 
= who is the proper Interpreter of the Mean- 
= 27g of Revelation; whether there be in eve- 
ry Chriſtian a Right of private Interpreta- 
tion, or whether Chriſtianity has appointed 
any infallible Interpreter to judge of the 
Meaning of Scripture for us. For the Pre- 
ſent let it be ſuppos'd that after we have 
believ'd, upon the Authority of the Scrip- 
S Zures, the Infallibility of the Pope, the Words 
of the New Teſtament, as to all other Points, 
become ſo many unintelhgible, or, as they 


expreſs it, unincenſed Characters, till he ſhall 5 


be ſo good as to explain the Senſe of them. 

Vet, as bad a Thing as Reaſon is in a pri- 
vate Chriſtian, every one muſt be allowed the 
Uſe of it in inquiring into the Truth of 
Chriſtianity, or elſe it is impoſſible for any 
one to believe it. For, Faith implies an A 
| ſent of the Mind or Underſtanding, and there 
can be no Aſent of the Under/tanding with- 
cout ſome Evidence, or Reaſons to effect ſuch 
3242 pPerſwaſion. Now, if there be ſuch a Thing 

as Reaſon, I cannot have a rational Convic- 
tion of any Thing's being true which is 


* contrary to the firſt and cleareſt Principles of 


Reaſon, How, then, will the Pope be able 
4 C2 to 


( 12) 


to give me reaſonable Grounds to. believe that 


it is the Will of God that he ſhould have a 


Power to grant a Man a Diſpenſation to de- 
ceive, to lie, to break his Promiſe, to falſify 
his Oaths, to rebel and murder his lawful 


Prince, or to call upon God his Saints and 
Angels to damn any one? He will fay, no 
doubt, that God expreſs'd That to be his 


Will in his Holy Mord. But, what Reaſon 
can I have to believe That to be the Word of 


God? For, as I ſaid before, if there be any 


ſuch Thing as Reaſon, my Reaſon aſſures 


me, in as clear a Manner as it is poſſible ſor 
it to do in any Caſe whatſoever, that it is the | 
plain Will of God that I ſhould act quite 
otherwiſe. An external Revelation contra= 


dictory to Reaſon is an Impeſſibility in Na- 


ture; becauſe Reaſon is the Will of God made 
Enron to us in a natural Way; and we may 


with Reverence to the Deity affirm that even 
God cannot reveal to us contrary Truths. 


And, as all external Revelation muſt ſuppoſe | 


ſome antecedent Reaſon by which we may 
judge of the Truth of it, if you ſet aſide the 


Authority of Reaſon, there will be no Means 
left whereby to try it; and, conſequently, 


it would be impoſſible that God ſhould ever 


reveal himſelf to his Creatures at all; and, I 
am fully perſwaded, becauſe it is a very na- 
tural Conſequence, that grounding irrational 


Poctrines and Practices upon the Authority 


of the Chriſtian Religion, has occaſioned a 


Multitude 


(173) 


: Multitude of unthinking and injudicious Peo- 
ple to diſbelieve the Truth of it. 
I hope, I have ſufficiently prov'd that the 


| Church of Rome makes uſe of ſuch Means 


for the Propagation of their Religion as are 
unalterably ſinful, becauſe unalterably evil in 

their Nature, and for That Reaſon never to 
be warranted by any Authority, on ay Ac- 


count whatſoever. But, 


3dly, It is not only clear, from the com- 
mon Principles of Reaſon, that ſuch Prac- 
tices cannot be warranted by an external 
Revelation, becauſe contrary to a prior Re- 


velation, made known to Us by the Na- 


ture and Relations of Things, which is "mn 
a2 Revelation with an External One though 
= made in, a different Manner, but it is, like- 
= wile, as plain from the Bible that they are 
1 Sinful. —— Whatever Pretences the Papiſts 
= may urge for the Neceſſity of an 522 | 
Judge in Controwerſial Points of an abſtruſe Na- 
ture, ſurely Perſons of an Ordinary Capacity, 


1 without any ſuch Extraordinary Aſſiſtance, 


may be able to underſtand thoſe plain Paſſages 
of Scripture which relate to the common Du- 

ties of Morality. It would be very ſtrange, in- 
S deed, it the Igfallible Spirit of God ſhould 
make a Revelation which is to be the Rule of 
our Actions in the ordinary Affairs of private 
and ſocial Life, and, yet, that This common 

Rule ſhould ſtand in need of an infallible 
Man to interpret it. If, then, the Papißs 


"Y 


( 

Hill be fo kind as only to allow that by em- 
bracing Chriſtianity we do not immediately 
loſe the Uſe of our natural Faculties, we may 
be able to Underſtand thoſe Parts of the B.- 
ble that concern the Common Conduct of our 
Lives, as well as we can underſtand any other 
Book that is written with a tolerable Degree 
of Perſpicuity and Propriety of Expreſſion, | 
And, if This be ſo, I am very well aſſured that 
in the Old Teſtament the Practice of the Moral 
Duties, 2hoſe very Duties which the Papiſis vi- 
olate by their Methods of propagating their 
Religion, is ſtrongly preſſed, and the Violation 
of them repreſented as highly diſpleaſing to 
God, Nay, God has There expreſly declared, 
not only that he would YV7/it for the Breach of 

Them, but that he had done it (as I have on 
f another Occaſion proved to you®, ) Now, God 
and Moral Duties ſtill continuing to be of 

the ſame Immutable Nature, the Breach of 
any of Them muſt always be as diſpleafing 
to his Purity and Holineſs as ever it was. 
If we deſcend from the Declarations of | 
God's Will, as we find them in the Books of 4 
Moſes and the Prophets, to a much Greater | 
Prophet, the Evangelical Preacher of Righte- 


0 ouſneks, the Son of God, Chri/t Jeſus, Hx has 


told us that the grand Deſign of his coming 
into the World was to Explain, and Improve, 
and Viforce the Moral Law, which he has 


done in his Divine Sermon on the Mount, of 
"> which 


In my Faft Sermon lately "ubliſhed in a Vol. of Trad. 


8 
which he aſſures us, that not one Jot or Tittfe 
ſhould fail; that he came to Redeem us from 


our Immoralities, as well as from the Puniſh- 

ment of Them in the next Life. Thoſe Dus 

ties, in particular, which his Holineſs pre» 
tends to have a Power of Cancelling, are par- 


ticularly diſtinguiſhed both by the Precept 


and Example of the Bleſſed Jeſus and his 
Apoſtles ; ſuch as, the ſtricteſt Sincerity and 
Veracity; the greateſt Simplicity of Mind and 
Manners; the moſt punctual Fidelity; Bro- 
therly Love, eſpecially to Fellow Chriſtians; 
Obedience to Government, even when the 
Powers in being were worſe than Heretichs, 


when they were Pagans, when they were 


 Tdolaters, when they were Perſecutors of 
VVV 


But, This is not all; (tho one would think 


Z This ſhould be enough to ſatisfy any reaſonable 


Perſon) the Practice of the Moral Lau, eſpe- 
cially Thoſe Parts of it which the Papifts 


violate under a Pretence of Pzety, are not, 


only inſiſted upon as indiſpenſable, both in the. 
Old and New Teſtament, but there are many 


Places where the Preference is given to the. 


Moral Law above any other Part of Religi- 
on, as being of greater Excellency and more 


= acceptable to God, than any Matters of a po- 
S /tive, though Divine Inſtitution, The Pa- 
$F 15 are for ſetting aſide the moſt eſſential 


acts of Morality for the ſake of promoting 


Points of Speculation, Diſcipline and Worſhip, 
but hear the Prophet; a Perſon wndoubtedly 


„ d. 


(26) 


Infallille, a Perſon truly inſpired, and who 
proved his Divine Inſpiration by real Mi- 
racles, © To what Purpoſe is the Multitude 
< of your Sacrifices to me, bring no more 
'* vain Oblations, Incence is an Abomination 


* to me, the new Moons and Sabbaths, the 
Calling of Aſſemblies, I cannot away with; 
it is Iniquity, even the Solemn Meeting, 
«© Fe.“ and what is the Reaſon of all this? 


_ Becauſe they were defective in the Moral Du- 


ties of Religion, for ſo it follows; Waſh 
you, make you clean, put away the Evil 
of your Doings, ſeek Judgment, relieve the 


te opprefled, &c. Jaiab Ixvi. 3.” The Pro- 
phet tells Them that nothing could be more 


abominable than their Sacrrfices while they 
allowed themſelves in Inmoralities. To the 


fame Purpoſe the Prophet Jer. ch. vii. 4, 5. 
« Truſt ye not in Lying Words, ſaying the 


«© Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, 
Kc. thoroughly amend your Doings, exe- 
< cute Judgment between a Man and his 


* Neighbour, oppreſs not the Stranger, the 


< Fatherleſs and the Widow, and ſhed not 
% Innocent Blood.” Here we ſee what it was 
in the Jeriſßh Religion that was acceptable 
to God for zrfelf, and its own Sake, viz. the 
Practice of moral Duties; and that all 7/t:- 
_ Tuted Religion which did not promote and 
further Theſe, or was deſtitute of them, was 


ſo far from being Acts of true Piety, that it 


Was abominable. You may ſee this Point 
largely and accurately handled by Archbiſhop 
2 VVT Ti- 
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THotſon, in the ſecond Volume of his Ser- 


mons, Page 347. But, I ſhall mention two or 
three Things out of the New Teſtament which 
are a plain and full Confutation of the Popiſb 


Doctrine on this Head, They hold it lawful 


to ſacrifice even their neareſt Relations to the 


Good of the inſtituted Part of their Religion, 


though the greateſt Part of it was of mere 
Human Inſtitution, but our Bleſſed Saviour 
declares that though a Man's Eſtate were ſo- 
lemnly dedicated to God, ſuch a Dedication 
was no Diſpenſation for not obſerving the 
natural Duty of relieving neceſſitous Parents; 
and that even the Obſervation of the Sal- 
bath was to give Place to an Act of Mercy. 


And, when one of his Diſciples diſcovered 


a perſecuting Spirit, he rebuked him, telling 


him that the Spirit of Chriſtiany was of a 
quite different Nature; like its Author, who 
was Mild, Gentle, Compaſſionate, Tender; in- 


ſtead of Cur ing, Bleſſing, and praying God to 


Bleſs, and Forgive the Oppoſers of his Re- 
ligion “. n...... 8 
I ſhall lean a little hard upon your Pati- 


ence for once, but I hope you will excuſe me 


on this Occaſion. But I will be as conciſe as 
I can in the Uſe of another Argument againſt | 
the Lawfulneſs of thoſe Means by which the 
Papiſts propagate their Religion. FEES 
Both Reaſon and Revelation agree to tell us, 


S that every intelligent Being, i. e. every Bi- 


MS Ing 
Read over Sr. Paul's Deſcription of Charity, and compare 
it with the cruel Maxims and Practices of their Church 


(18) 
ing capable of a Rule of Action, muſt be ob- 
liged, as far as poſſible, to copy after the o- 
ral Perfections of the Divine Nature, be- 
cauſe the Conduct of God, who is Truth it- 
ſelf, muſt be an Unerring Rule to his Crea- 
tures. I aſk, then, is it conſiſtent with the 
moral Perſections of God, whoſe Nature is 
Faithfulnejſs and Truth, who is a God that 
cannot Lye, to Deceive and Break his Word? 
Now, Moral Perfection, or Moral Rectitude, 
is nothing but Eternal Truth, and muſt be the 
fame, as to its Nature and Obligation, in all 
Moral Agents; ſo that whatever is inconſi- 
ſtent with the Moral Perfections of the Di- 
vine Nature muſt be equally inconſiſtent with 
Moral Obligation in every Reaſonable Being, 
ſince Reaſon is but a Ray of the Deity. All 
the Difference is This. God being Omniſci- 
ent, He can diſcern every the leaſt Deviation 
from Moral Rectitude, which we cannot do; 
but our Obligation muſt be as extenſive as our 
Knowledge. N n 
Or, ſuppoſe we turn the Argument the 
other Way. If it be conſiſtent with Moral 
Obligation, 1. e. with Eternal Rectitude, in 
Man to Deceive, to Break his Word, or Oath, 
it muſt be equally Conſiſtent with the Moral 
Per jections of the Divine Nature to do the 
fame. And, then, O Gracious God ! I trem- 
ble to think in how deplorable a Condidion 
we, Thy Creatures, are involved ; all in ut- 
ter Darkneſs ; uncertain, whether we really 
know any thing at all ; whether Thou, por” 


Wo 


(19) 
don me, O my God, for uſing this Blaſþhe- 
mous Language! Haſt not Decerved us in the 
Uſe of our Senſes, in the Uſe of all our In- 
telleftual Faculties; whether Thou wilt not 
Decerve us in reſpect to all Thoſe Glorious 


Promiſes which Thou haſt made us in the 


Chriſtian Covenant; whether Thou, — - But * 
dare not proceed any farther. 

I ſhall offer but one Thing more, and That 
is, in reſpect to Perſecution, their grand Means 
of promoting their Religion. — Take an Ho- 
neſt, Sincere Papiſt, (and, I truſt, there are 
many ſuch) wha not only really Believes his 
Religion to be true, but has uſed the proper 
Means of Information. Now, would ſuch a 
One think it conſiſtent with the Juſtice and 
Goodneſs of God to Damn him for not being 
a Proteſtant, whilſt he was convinced of the 
Truth of Popery ? Why, then, do They Tor- 


ture and ca and Curſe Papas, who 
cannot believe the Popiſb Religion any more 
than Papiſts can Believe the Proteſtant Reli- 


gion to be true? If they anſwer that They 
are ſincere, and We are not. This is more 


than any Creature can tell, ſince Nobody 
but God can ſearch the Heart. Bendes, -- 
This is what We, a Pagan, or a Mahome- 


tan, have as much Right to plead as They. 
Now, if it be contrary to Juſtice and Code N 
in Cad to puniſh Them for holding an Opinion 
upon Evidence that ſeems to Them to be 
Good, Juſtice and Goodneſs cannot change 
their Nature, but it muſt be equally Cruel 

| Eo e 


and Unjuſt-in Them to puniſh Us in the like 
Circumſtances. — If the Papiſis can anſwer 
This Argument, we may ſafely promiſe to 


complain no more of their. Perſecutions. 


Having ſtated the Popiſb Doctrine of doing 
Evil that Good may come, and ſhewn the Ten- 
dency of it towards the Deſtruction of Civil 

Society and the Subverſion of all Religion, I 


could eaſily prove its miſchievous Conſequences 


from known Facts; but, not having Time to 
run thro? a Hiſtory of the Conduct of thoſe 


who maintain this dangerous Poſition, I ſhall 
only ſuggeſt ſome Hints, by Way of Preſer- 


vative againſt the Attempts of their Prieſts to 


ſeduce you. 


Wey are indefatigable in their Endeavours 
to make Converts. Ve have a better Cauſe, 


and I wiſh I could fay, that in general we had 


imitated their Zeal in the Service of it; for, 


while we have been careful to make prudent 


Laws for our Defence we have been fo remiſs. 
in the Execution of them that they have 


ſerved no other Purpoſe than to furniſh our 


Enemies with an Handle for Reproach, and 
an Excuſe for their Severities to the Proteſtants 
in Popiſb Countries . They are exquiſitely | 
Our Laws againſt Popery are not intended for the En- 
forcement of our Religion, or as a Penalty upon the Papiſts, 


on a Religious Account, but as a Preſervative againſt the Con- 
ſequences of their Religion upon our Conſtitution and natural 
Rights. Whenever a Popiſh Prieſt makes a Convert he makes 
an Enemy to our King and Country, and deſerves Death as 


well as any other Traitor; which is not the Caſe of the 


Proteſtants in Popiſh Countries. 
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| fkill'd in all the Arts of Inſinuation and Ad- 
dreſs, and, tho I would not adviſe you to 
copy after their ſerpentine Craft and Subtilty 
and Deceit, it is neceflary for you to be aware 
of their Wiles leſt they ſhould inſnare you. 
They have a great many good Words and 
Soft Speeches to make you think well of 
their Communion, and as many bad ones to 
blacken ours, They can with a ſteady Counte- 
nance falfly accuſe vs, or deny the juſteſt Charge 
againſt fhemſelves and their Religion. But, 
after having told us that it is lawful to decerve 
and lie, or do any other Evil in the Service 
of their Cauſe, it would be the greateſt In- 
* ſtance of Folly and Weaknels in you to beheve 
them. And, to convince you that you have 
| juſt Reaſon to ſuſpe& their good Intentions, 
I ſhall mention two or three Obſervations to 
75 5 1 
0 1. J appeal to your common Senſe, whether 
you have not abundant Reaſon to diſtruſt the 
Goodneſs of a Cauſe and the Deſigns of its 
| Advocates, when, in order to be of their Re- 
ligion, you muſt make them a Complement 
of your Underſtanding, that you may be ſole- 
BY ly at their Diſpoſal, Do but attend a little 
= to the Abſurdity as well as Unfairneſs of their 
Conduct. When they are attempting to con- 
vert you, they conſider you as reaſonable Crea- 
tures, and muſt allow you the Uſe of your Rea- 
ſon that you may judge of the Force of their 
Arguments, or elſe they argue to no Manner of 
_ Purpoſe, becauſe they never can convince you. 
Ms CO AR | erf 
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And, yet, immediately after Conviction, your 
Reaſon becomes a deceitful, dangerous Thing, 
that is not to be truſted; you muſt not ſo 


much as hok into the Rule of your Faith and 


Practice, but you muſt implicitly. commit 
yourſelf to heir Gui dance. While you are ex- 
amining whether it be proper to be of their 
Religion, ſo long private Judgment is a very 


good 'Thing, ſo long they grant you the Pre- 
rogative of a Man; but as ſoon as you be- 


come a Papiſt, you become a Child in leading = 


Strings, and unleſs you behave like a very 


towardly Child you muſt expect a ſevere 
Correction. This is the ſame prepoſterous 


Thing as if they were to ſend you to Rome, 
and tell you that by the Help of Maps and 
a tolerable Share of Diſeretion you might ea- 
ſily find your Way thither, but adviſe you, 


by all Means, as ſoon as you get there to 
put out your Eyes and let ſome truſty faith- 
ful Guide lead you about all the reſt of your 
Life, for Fear, thro' the natural Weakneſs of 


your Sight, you ſhou'd tumble down a Preci- 


pice, or fall into a Ditch. 

2. But, before you place too great a Confi- 
dence in this Guide, you would do wiſely to 
conſider his known Principles and Behaviour, 


which are not likely to give you the higheſt 


Opinion of his Integrity. Reflect ſeriouſly 


upon thoſe dangerous and deſtructive Princi- 


ples which they hold concerning the Lawful- 


neſs of committing the greateſt imaginable 


Wickedneſs, if it may be any Ways inſtrumen— 
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tal in promoting their Religion. If the Pro- 


motion of their Religion will ſanctify any Sort 


of Evil, it will equally ſanctify a// Sorts, or 


any Degree of Evil. And what kind of a 


| Religion muſt That be which pretends to a 
Power of cancelling all Natural Religion, 
which is the Foundation upon which all Re- 
- vealed Religion muſt be built? Or what Opi- 
nion can the moſt charitable Perſon entertain 
of the Intention of thoſe who hold ſuch zrre- 
ligious Principles, and put in Practice ſuch ir- 
religious Methods? Conſider, farther, what 


Reaſon you have, from the Driſt of their 


Religion, I was going to ſay to ſuſpe#?, but I 
may ſay, to be morally afſur'd, that they do 
= not intend the Glory of God and the real 
= Good of Mankind, but their own temporal In- 
= Zereft, ſince it is manifeſtly calculated to ia- 


rich and aggrandize their Clergy, and to in- 


ſlave the Laity. And, in order to confirm 
you in your Diſtruſt, if you be not already 
ſatisfied, inquire, from Hiſtory, in what Man- 
ner they have behav'd where- ever their Reli- 
gion has been ęHfabliſbed. You need not go 
beyond the Hiſtory of England for Satisfac- 
= tion. I would have you take Notice that 1 
do not ſpeak of the Popiſh Laity, who are 
kept as ignorant as poſſible, but of their 
Prieſts and Rulers. —When I collect all theſe 
_ Conſiderations into one View, I ſtand amazed 
to think how it ſhould be poſſible for them, 
tor ſo many Centuries, to perſwade ſo many 


(24) 
Millions of People to give up their Senſes and 
RNeaſon, and to ſuffer Schemielres to become 
ſuch abject Slaves, where the Degen of in- 
- ſaving thin is fo ine 
Diqd it fall within my preſent Divan, 1 
could ſhew that ſome of their Doctrines and 
ſome Parts of their Wor/hzp are ſuch Inſults 
upon Scripture and Common Senfe as might 
naturally Hock any Intelligent Perſon, but as 
it would be foreign to my Subject, I ſhall but 
juſt inſtance in two Particulars. ' You are 
required to Believe that the real Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, while reſident in Heaven, are 
preſent upon Earth in the Sacrament, under 
the Appearance of real Bread and Wine, (all 
the Accidents, or Properties of Bread and 
Wine till remaining) i in ten thouſand different | 
Places at the ſame Time ; and that the whole 
Body and Blood is preſent under the Ap- 
arance of the Bread only, and the whole 
body and Blood under the Appearance of the 
Mine only, and both eaten and taken into the 

Stomach without being perceived. Theſe 
monſtrous Abſurdities you muſt Believe, if you 
can; and if you cannot, you muſt, neverthe- 
leſs, prgfe the Belief of Them, if you be of 
their Communion. 

The other Particular is, ume ey; 
Now, if there be any one Thing plainly ex- 
preſſed in the Bible it is, that all Creature- 
Worſhip is Idolatry, and that all Idolatry is 
euch led, that the one God only is to be 


W becauſe nothing can be entitled 
to 


1 


to Adcration bit the Divine Nature; and 


that the Idolatry of the Jews, for which 
They were ſo often and fo. ſeverely puniſhed, 


did not conſiſt in their Worſhiping the Idols 


of the Heathens, excluſive of the One Su- 
PFreme God, the God of 1/rael, but for paying 


Divine Worſhip to any other Object be/ides the 
One God, together with Him; ſo that if you 
become a Papiſt, you muſt be a groſs Idola- 
for, and live in the daily Practice of one of 


the moſt provoking Sins. 


Thus I have e to expoſe ths. © 
| Means which the Church of Rome makes Uſe of; 
and now, to conclude, let me adviſe you, let 


me conjure you, to keep yourſelves at the 
greateſt Diſtance from the Uſe of any indi- 


rect Means, on any Account whatſoever. 
According to the beſt Obſervations that I have 
been able to make, the moſt upright Perſons. 
are too apt to fall into Them. I do not mean, 
into ſuch profligate Meaſures as are practiſed 


in the Church of Rome to the Scandal of Chri- 
J ſfianity and the Diſgrace of Human Nature, 
but into Means, though % Evil and Sinfal, 


yet inconſiſtent with the firict Rules, of our 


Holy Religion, and the Example of its Au- 
thor. Wiſdom, unleſs guarded with the ut- 


moſt Caution, will ſlide ſometimes imper- 


ceptibly into worldly Craft, into Diſſimula- 
ton, and Infincerity. But Chriſtian Simpli- 
city difowns every Kind and Degree of them. 
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A good Chriſtian ought to be, in his Inten- 
42 and Conduct, like Nathanael and his Maſe | 
ter, without Gurk. - | 
But, indirect Means are not only contrary | 
to the Precepts of Chriſtianity and the Bram 
ple of Chriſt, but they carry a blaſphemous Im- 
plication along with them; a facit Impeach- | 
ment either of the Power, or Wiſdom of God, 


as if he were not able to give Succeſs to our | 


good Deſigns in a Manner conſiſtent with his | 
moral Perfections and the Revelation of his 
Will. Conſider, that God is a Being of purer | 
Eyes than to behold the leaſt Iniquity with 
Approbation; that this boly Being knows eve- | 
ry Thing, and can do every Thing that is 
poſſible to be done. As we, by a ſingle Act 


of Volition can move a Limb, ſo God, by a 


ſingle Act of his Will, can move and direct 
the whole material and immaterial World 
to ſerve what Purpoſes he pleaſes. Let us then 
be careful to approve our Defigns and Con- 
duct to this good, wiſe, and powerful Gover- 
nor of the World; let us devoutly beg his 
Aſſiſtance, with a firm Truſt and Confidence 
in him; and we may be always aſſured of as 
much Succeſs as it is proper for us to have. 


To 0 Him be oferibed al Honour, &e. Amen, 


„ 838 ee 
F r 
Does.” 


@ ret W S 


8 —_ — n 3 OY EO; ES, by ” : - PER 


— — — 


+ 6. 2 
* : 


2 


2 a. 9 | | | 


8 — — 


